
 
 

Cirque Alfonse / New creation 2020 



Alfonse at the farm, a tale for all 

 

This new creation by Cirque Alfonse is in line with previous shows inspired by a legacy of our 

heritage, but always with a contemporary perspective and approach. Alfonse à la ferme, conte pour 

tous (working title) opens the door wide to the land in the pleasure of reviving the flame of young 

urban adults in need of a return to the land.  

 

Unlike the company's other shows, this new creation is a family show and consists of an 

intergenerational cast. Timber!, our show on the lumber camps had opened the door a little bit in 

this direction. Here the family has grown and imposes a distribution on stage of 10 artists where 

grandfather, his children and spouses, their grandchildren (in an active circus participation), their 

circus friends, musicians and designers present from the very beginning of the company, consolidates 

the clan that characterizes the Cirque Alfonse. A somewhat lost image of a not so distant time when 

the family farm brought this reality to life. 

 

An initial idea was put forward to develop the dramaturgy of the show: a one-day visit to the farm. 

And to nourish this imaginary space, the challenge came to us to take inspiration very freely from the 

tales found in children's books: awakened by the cockerel; milk the cow; eat the hen; brush the foal; 

chicks, rabbits, sheep, geese; brick, wood, straw, crops, etc.... The idea is to appropriate these clichés 

to burst them and give them a slightly acidic, offbeat "twist". A multitude of layers of reading is then 

inscribed in the dramaturgy where children and adults are delighted, in different spaces, in front of 

this farmyard where half-human animals live under the guidance of a grandson and his grandfather. 

A series of paintings propose improbable situations, surrealist characters, a poetic universe, 

sometimes dreamlike, sometimes with a caustic humour specific to the company's universe; all in the 

image of a children's book where each page concludes a short story. 

 

The company has always opted for a multidisciplinary approach in its signature. Alfonse à la ferme 

continues this process where circus, music, song, dance, theatre all work together on stage. For each 

project, the company wishes to maintain continuity with its collaborators and is open to everyone's 

current artistic desires. This approach makes it possible to reposition everyone in the present of their 

approach and thus becomes a "reset" for all in an individual and collective challenge. For this new 

creation, unlike Tabarnak where each of the paintings was composed of the majority of the group, 

we are looking to develop more small forms, solos, duets, trios where musicians can integrate, 

physically and musically. On the other hand, this issue offers "circus performers" more opportunities 

to integrate with a musical or vocal instrument, to break down the division between musician and 

performer, an approach that we have advocated since the very beginning. 

 

For Alfonse at the farm the original music is called "agricultural funk" where traditional music is 

contaminated by funk music. In addition to the company's usual musical instruments: guitars, 

percussion, violin and piano, the musical composition includes the accordion, banjo, brass 

instruments (trumpet, saxophone, trombone), washing board, cowbell and yodel, in addition to the 

traditional farm songs, revisited. 

 

 

 



With regard to the circus, each of the projects brings new disciplines that feed the subject. New 

show, new challenges. Each of the processes begins well in advance to allow for exploration, 

vocabulary mastery and singular writing specific to the project. In this case we continue our research 

with poles, a return to the female hand to hand, bucket juggling, hen juggling, rola-bola on milk cans, 

spinning tops, inflating balloons and throwing knives, antipodism in the wheelbarrow, tractor wheel, 

and finally the mechanical bull. Challenges of all kinds that differ from the usual circus but which 

constitute the image of Cirque Alfonse.  

 

So many avenues to write this iconoclastic fable which is for us our way of celebrating the return to 

the land, hence the provisional title for the moment: Alfonse à la ferme, conte pour tous. 

 

Production: Cirque Alfonse 

Artistic directors: Julie and Antoine Carabiniers-Lépine 

Director: Alain Francoeur 

Music: David Simard 

Costumes: to be defined 

Sets: to be defined 

 

Team on tour:  

7 acrobats - 3 musicians - 2 technicians - 1 tour manager 

Tech. specs : minimum stage width 30' x 28' width x 28' depth x 21' stage clearance under lamps and 

proscenium 

World premiere: Montreal Completely Circus 2020 

 

Contact booking : Vincent Messager | Dolce Vita Spectacles, info@dolcevitaspectacles.com 

|+1.514.774.3048 
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